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If There Be Any Praise, Think on It. 


We grow by what we feed on, or we may get 
health or diseases by the nature of our food. 

When a large variety seemed let down from 
heaven for Peter to eat, and he was scrupulous 
about some that was presented, he was in- 
structed not to depreciate what God had 
cleansed. 

In food for thought which God hath cleansed, 
a large bill of fare is set before us by the 
Apostle Paul. Things not common or unclean, 
but wholesome and improving to think on, or 
have the mind feed on, are these: “ Whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatso- 
ever things are of good report ; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise” (Phil. iv : 8). 
To be thinking on such subjects is good for the 
soul. 

Many are prone to be thinking on whatsoever 
things are the opposites of all these, and they 
debase their minds accordingly. They cannot 
feel at home with those whose minds are feed- 
ing on the virtues and the praiseworthy things. 
“Ye cannot be partakers of the Lord’s table 
and of the table of devils” (1 Cor. x: 21). 

This last word we quote with an eye to its 
reputed literal sense, that of “‘slanderer,” or 
“accuser of the brethren”—the spirit of de- 
lighting not to see “if there be any praise” in 
& man or universe, but whatever there may be 
to blame. This gloating over whatever is amiss 
in others produces very uncompanionable char- 
acters. They are left to wonder why they are 
avoided by that part of society which prefers 
to think, and, accordingly, to talk, on whatso- 
ever there is to praise. They are not without 
their friendships. But how unsound is any 
friendship whose bond is a feeding together 
on the same ansound meat—the unsound parts 
of others’ life; a bond of unity which gendereth 
to darkness and mutual distrust, and fosters 


a dislike of “the love of love and hatred of 
hate.” 

“This I pray, that your love may abound yet 
more and more in knowledge and in all judg- 
ment, that ye may appreve the things that are 
excellent” (Phil. i: 10). The teachers of youth 
or of men, if they would minister to the uplift 
and reform of naughty characters, are not the 
scolders, but the encouragers. They find out 
something praiseworthy to develop, and by 
using that feature for all it is worth, often 
overcome much of evil with good, instead of 
denouncing the bad into worse. No indiscrimi- 
nate flattery this, which speaks the truth in 
love both ways, and its reproof in love gets 
respect for its love known in praise. 

But our present concern is for the character 
rather than the influence of the praiser and 
the blamer. Which do we intuitively regard as 
the more noble, the habit of admiration, or of 
contempt? Both need training. There is some 
use for the latter—as against sin, but never 
against the sinner. There is large use for the 
gift of admiration, which, though it may make 
its mistakes, can never grow too large for the 
glory which shall be revealed to the pure in 
heart. “Praise is comely for the upright,” and 
the Holy One himself inhabiteth the praises of 
his people (Ps. xxii: 3). 

But it is on the banks of deliverance that 
we learn the true gift of praise. No man 
knows how rightly to think on what there is to 
praise till he is in right harmony with the will 
and Spirit of his God, being reconciled to Him 
by the death of his Son; who tasted death, the 
wages of sin, for us, that we might live lives 
of righteousness and praise to Him for so great 
deliverance, when witnessed. His praise con- 
tinually in our mouth or heart leaves no taste for 
personal denunciations or complainings. And 
a sense of the sympathy of our loving High 
Priest outrivals all that sympathy of human 
hearts, to bid for which we first began the 
habit of complaining of fellow-beings. So out 
of the same mouth there shall not proceed 
blessing and blaming, but only blessing. 








So fearfully and wonderfully are our bodies 
made, that even right reason would indicate that 
the undevout anatomist is irrational. When a 
foremost one among the skilled surgeons of our 
land can declare to students his simple and un- 
doubting allegiance to the gospel, it ought not 
to be so remarkable an instance as it is. Such 
a testimony we inserted week before last. A 
word or two should have been bracketed as 
ours, not his. 








For “ THe FRIEND.” 


The “ Learned Blacksmith” on our Civil War. 


[The following letter from Elihu Burritt is 
properly followed by the tract (“ Christians, Obey 
your Captain”), to which it relates.—Eb.] 

“ New Briratn, Conn., Jan. 23d, 1862. 
“E. Maris, M. D. 

“My Dear Sir:—I1 have inadvertently al- 
lowed your note of the 21st ult., and its inter- 
esting enclosure to remain unanswered to the 
present moment, which I greatly regret. The 
little tract entitled, “Christians, Obey your 
Captain,” is an excellent exposition and appli- 
cation of the spirit and precepts of the Chris- 
tian religion in regard to war. If they could 
only be brought to bear upon the conscience 
of the Christian community, they would be ef- 
fective. But apparently the whole nation has 
gone into this war as if it were an exception 
from all other conflicts ever waged—as if it 
were holy or commanded of God. Ministers of 
all denominations and professing Christians of 
all sects, are as earnest for the vigorous prose- 
cution of it as any other class of community. 
All these blessed and beautiful truths they in- 
sist, apply solely to individuals in their deport- 
ment and disposition to each other, not to 
governments, nations or large communities in 
their dealings with each other. If we could 
only bridge over this chasm, and make the 
world feel that our Saviour addressed these 
peace-breathing words to Governments as well 
as individuals, war would not be tolerated. I 
am glad that here and there one dares to hold 
up the pure standard of gospel truth against 
the flood-tide of this war-spirit which seems to 
cover the whole continent. I fear few, very 
few of once zealous advocates of peace have 
been able to stand against this tremendous 
movement. I have felt almost alone, isolated 
and silent in this crisis. I fear our American 
Peace Society has committed itself to a sanc- 
tion of the war, and that it will hardly be able 
to recover solid ground on which to stand here- 
after. I hope the Society of Friends have 
generally kept their foot-hold, and not been 
carried into the current, although I fear many 
among them have yielded. It is cheering to 
me to see such a testimony raised as that you 
sent me. If you should see [the authoress], I 
wish you would thank her for me for such a 
proof of her faith in the cause and principles 
of peace, at a time that truly tries men’s souls. 

““T have endeavored to put out some drops 
of oil on the troubled waters, but they pro- 
duce no perceptible effect. Iam confident if 
the compensated emancipation plan had been 
adopted by our Government this war would 
never have desolated the land. Now that the 
country is involved in it, 1 am trying to get a 
hearing for a plan of adjustment and Reunion, 
a mere statement of which I now enclose to 
you. I have written a lecture on the subject, 
but doubt if I can get a hearing forit. Behind 
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these black clouds there is a sun, above this 
war-cursed world there is a God. So let us 
all hope on! Yours truly, 

“ ELIHU BURRITT.” 


Christians, Obey Your Captain. 
BY MARY K. PASSMORE. 


Reader, art thou a Christian? Art thou 
hoping and trusting that when the great and 
terrible day of judgment shall come, thou wilt 
be found pardoned through the atoning blood 
of the Redeemer of men? 

If then thou would have Him confess thee 
before his Father which is in heaven, He has 
declared, thou must confess Him before men. 
(Matt. x: 32, 33.) 

If thou wouldst be a Christian, thou must be 
Christ-like. Take not the maxims of the world 
as the rule of duty, but the commandments of 
the “Captain of thy Salvation.” Let not the 
spirit of the world fill thy heart, but that Holy 
Spirit that redeemeth from the world. 

Christianity is not a garb, to be thrown off 
at occasion; it is a pervading life; its advent 
was sung by angels—“ glory to God in the 
highest, peace on earth and good will to men,” 
and its Divine Founder announced that great 
principle of love which was to mark its rule in 
men. “But I say unto you, love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them that despite- 
fully use you and persecute you” (Matt. v: 
44). Can we be his disciples if we trample 
these commandments under foot? Can we love 
Him and yet refuse our obedience? 

Now when the tramp of assembling forces is 
heard through the length and breadth of our 
land, shall the clamor of the old law, “ Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor and hate thine enemy,” drown 
the still small voice, “ the faithful and true wit- 
ness,” in the soul? Oh that all who desire to 
follow Christ, would learn to obey his voice ; 
then would they be his, and in the peculiar 
keeping of Him who has all power in heaven 
and in earth. Shall not He who rescued Shad- 
rach, Meshach and Abed-nego from the burning 
fiery furnace, because they were faithful to Him, 
rescue a whole nation if they be also faithful? 
But faith and disobedience cannot go hand-in- 
hand. And obedience must be the obedience 
of faith, to avail anything. Now that it has 
to withstand a rushing current of popular feel- 
ing, the influence of a formal obedience may 
be washed swiftly away; while that whose 
power is the Truth, will stand in the eternal 
strength of truth, and gather to its source. 

If we obey the injunctions of Christ, who 
laid down his very life for his enemies, we have 
great duties to perform. Who are our ene- 
mies? Who are they that curse us, that hate 
us, that would despitefully use us and perse- 
cute us? Alas! do we not feel that this is 
the spirit of our brethren in national bonds? 
the children of one mother country—the im- 
mortal children of the one Heavenly Parent— 
all hastening to one great judgment there to 
receive with us the reward of their deeds? 

We must meet that Spirit, and if we are 
truly Christians we have no choice how we 
shall meet it. We need not look around on 
wrong doing or wrong suffering, on seeming 
necessity or national need: one duty above all 
others is ours; we have only to look singly to 
the Captain of our Salvation, and obey his 
orders. They are plain to all the world — 


“Love them,” “bless them,” “do good to 
them,” “pray for them.” 
human heart, what a work is here! 
tain was crucified of evil men, crying, “Father 
forgive them, for they know not what they do ; 
and shalt not thou implore his Spirit to enable 
thee to drink of the cup He drank of? 


to offer up life in the service of their country; 
too often in perfect recklessness of their un- 
dying souls. 
thy life in thy Redeemer’s cause? He may give 
thee his weapons and his armor, and use thee 
for the establishment of his kingdom of peace 
here on earth; or by thy “ death” thou mayest 
be called to “glorify God.” If so be, is it 
more to lay down thy life for thy Maker, than 
for thy country? 
by his will, all is well; “a better country that 
is an heavenly” is the inheritance of all his 
faithful followers. 





THE FRIEND. 


Ah stubborn, ireful 
Thy Cap- 


Many thousands are pressing forward, ready 


Art thou less willing to offer up 


If it be in his service and 


Yet it is not for want of love to our country 


that we must “obey God rather than man,” 
but in true love to it. 


For there is no way of 
serving one’s country so sure, so unmistakable, 
as by serving Him who holds its destiny in his 
hands. Do not ask what obedience can do for 
us in this awful crisis. “Prayers and tears 
come up before Him.” Rest then in the bound- 
lessness of Omnipotence, remembering that the 
Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
giveth it to whomsoever He will. It is his will 
his servants must labor to attain and not their 
own. And a great work is indeed before them. 
No passive idleness, no folding of the hands 
together, no weak repining. It is not enough 
that they “depart from evil,” they must also 
“do good.” Though “the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal,” they are “mighty, 
through God, to the pulling down of strong- 
holds and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 
x: 4, 5). 

Thus shall the glorious day be hastened, 
when “ nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” 
How shall it ever come to nations, but by its 
spread in individuals? How shall the kingdom 
of our Lord and of his Christ overcome its 
enemies, while its professing subjects rebel 
against its unalterable laws! 

“Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that we should follow his steps: who 
did no sin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth: who when He was reviled, reviled not 
again; when He suffered, He threatened not; 
but committed himself to Him that judgeth right- 
eously” (1 Peter ii: 21, 22, 23). 

LIVING ELOQUENTLY.—Speaking eloquently 
is the gift of a few, living eloquently is within 
the reach of all. Our lives can utter wonder- 
ful things in witness of our Master. William 
the Silent of lip was William the Eloquent of 
life. Those who are, to their own dismay, fal- 
tering and dumb in the prayer-meeting, may 
give forth in their daily life words of power 
and of praise. Indeed, life fervor is an essen- 
tial element in all eloquence. Who would be 
won by the strongest appeal of the man he 
believed to be a hypocrite? Life eloquence is, 
after all, what counts for most. Well is it if 
we be gifted with the power of speaking to the 
point, but above all things is the message 
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who “ with their lives express the holy Gospel 
they profess.”—S. S. Times. 


Reminiscences of the Life of William and Debby 


Dewees. 
(Continued from page 294 ) 


In moving from Belmont County, Ohio, to 


Washington County, it is my present thought 
that my father and mother did not realize 
what they very much desired, which was a bet- 
tered condition for schooling their children, 
But these difficulties were met with the deter- 
mination to do the best they could. One of the 
log cabins already alluded to as being on the 
tract of land was moved to a more convenient 
place and fitted up for a school-house. A teach- 
er was employed, and as many boarders were 
taken in as our house room could accommo- 
date. 
non-members of the Society of Friends, usually 
attended that. school whenever in session. This 
preference was mainly on account of their ad- 
miration of the eldest daughter of my parents 
as teacher. In this way it is believed that the 
influence of my father and mother was felt for 


A few of the well-disposed neighbors, 


good. 
Nothing of special interest is now remem- 


bered until I come to the year of 1842, twenty- 
third of Tenth Month. 


If, in writing the his- 
tory of that day and many succeeding ones, the 
personal pronoun occurs more frequently than 
is pleasing to the critic’s ear, it is of necessity 


rather than choice, because I write of that 


which no other eyes beheld, and shall tell of 
what no other tengue can tell, no other hand 
can write. Though one elder brother still sur- 
vives, he is so enfeebled with the infirmities of 
age as to be entirely unequal to such a task. 
On the twenty-third of Tenth Month, 1842, 
great was the affliction of my father’s house, 
and I only am left alone to tell it. 

On that memorable First-day morning, my 
younger brother, then in the twelfth year of 
his age, and I, were riding on horseback in the 
public road that crossed our father’s land, 
when the colts we were on appeared to take 
fright at a carriage coming in the rear, though 
at quite a distance. Brother directly told me 
that he could hold his no longer. Seeing myself 
totally unable to render any assistance, having 
enough to do to control my own, I bid him 
stick to her and let her run, and she did with 
maddened speed, and when twenty rods from 
the inlet to the barn, came up with our cattle, 
but was so infuriated as to have no regard for 
her own safety, and ran with her breast against 
the broad side of a cow, dashing it to the ground 
with such violence as to break its horn loose 
from the skull. The filly turned a somersault 
at full length. My brother was dashed to the 
ground with great violence, and for an instant 
the three lay side by side. I dismounted, giving 
my colt a hurried hitching, and sprang to my 
brother to help him up. But he was as hushed 
as death, and blood was streaming from his 
face. My screams attracted the attention of 
my older brothers, who at that moment had 
placed the team and carriage in position for 
our parents and others to get in to go to meet- 
ing. My brothers came quickly. I went in 
great haste to the office of the late Dr. Isaac 
Heustis, who seeing my condition, only asked, 
“Where shall I go” And off he went at the 
top of his speed, and perhaps the same dis- 


brought to the understandings of men by those } tance was never ridden in less time, except by 
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you greetings and salutations, with wishes for 
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Signed, 
VASSILY VASSILEUKOFF. 
Rosthern Saska, N. W. T. 


A correspondent in Winnipeg notes the re- 
ception of quite a number of donations from 
distant points, to be dispensed at her discre- 
tion. She speaks of having furnished one vil- 
lage with a cow, and has forwarded condensed 
milk to another village that had no cow. She 
also states that 1800 pounds of dried fruit and 
figs have been sent to the Prince Albert dis- 
trict, and the shipping list has been received 
for the two carloads of dried fruit mentioned 
jn a previous report, with a prospect of as much 
more being on the way. These, with other con- 
tributions, alleviate, but it still requires vigi- 
lance to keep the new settlers from suffering 
for want of proper nourishment and clothing. 

In regard to various rumors that have come 
to us from time to time, of endeavors being 
made by interested parties in California to in- 
duce them to migrate to that State, it does not 
appear to have had the sanction of the Douk- 
hobors. One of the documents that has come 
to hand states that the men whose expenses 
were paid by parties in California to prospect 
the land were not authorized to go by the Douk- 
hobortsi, and two of those who went have writ- 
ten to the effect that they were satisfied it 
would not be well for an unsettlement to take 


all happy progress. 


. place, and such a movement would certainly be 


a disappointment to their best friends, and a 
breach of faith to the Canadian Government. 


OFFICE OF THE INTERIOR. 
Orrawa, 29th March, 1900. 

Dear Mr. Elkinton :—Owing to a slight rail- 
way accident that I was in the other day, I 
have been unable to give personal attention to 
the work at the office, consequently have not 
answered as promptly as I should your favor 
of the 27th ultimo. 

The packages containing the “Addresses to 
Each of the Different Villages” was duly re- 
ceived here, and forwarded at once for distri- 
bution amongst the villages. 

So far as the reports that have come to the 
department show, the Doukhobors have made 
their way this winter in a reasonably satisfac- 
tory manner, and while it may be true that some 
hardship has existed, I have no doubt that the 
reports of extreme destitution, which have for 
some reason or other been generally spread 
abroad are not all well founded. 

I am having made out for your own informa- 
tion, and for that of such others as you may 
see fit to confide it to, a summary of the state- 
ments and reports that have come to the De- 
partment for some time past, showing the 
condition of the Doukhobor Colonies. 

We are at present engaged in getting things 
ready for the spring work, and, so far, I see no 
Teason why a good deal of sowing and planting 
should not be done, and a fair start made for 
the coming season. 

I am inclined to think that the feeling of 
unrest, which appeared to have some force a 
short time ago, has about subsided, and that 
We shall soon hear the last of the movement 
to California. The desire of some of the rail- 
toad and landed proprietors on the Pacific Coast 
to get hold of these people is quite natural, 
but the Doukhobors, I think, by this time, have 
seen that the whole conditions of life, in their 


present situation, are much more favorable 
than they would be under the Californian ar- 
rangements that were proposed some time ago. 


at the outside, to be in possession of detailed 
information as to what is actually being done 
in the colonies, and will be very happy to place 
this information at your disposal for the guid- 
ance of yourself and friends in anything you 
may see fit to do. I can only repeat, what has 
been said time and again, that the efforts that 
you and your associates have put forth in the 
interest of these people are such as they should 
not forget, and certainly will have a very im- 
portant bearing on their future. 


pleasant to have lent a hand to something that 
does succeed. Whatever success has been at- 
tained by the American Negro, to it have 
Friends early and often contributed. 


tress: “These Quaker ladies they do plant 
their words so sweet, but they gets out of us 
a heap of work.” 


of the success. Not a slave, not an humble 
dependent have they made the Negro, but an 
earnest toiler and self-respecting self-sup- 


I expect in the course of a week, or ten days 


Yours sincerely, 
FRANK PEDLEY. 


The American Negro. 


“Nothing succeeds like success.” It is 


Said a turbaned cook about her Quaker mis- 
The cook was right—therein lay the secret 


porter. 

As such he has had a share of success. His 
unrequited years of patient suffering labor, his 
innate longing to be free, roused a nation to 
his help and broke his bonds. 

And now, when with hands that are his own, 
he can— 

“Breast the wave of circumstance 
And grapple with his evil chance,” 
he sometimes proves at what good value he is 
held. 

Not long ago a Negro orator told a Philadel- 
phia audience how the best tax paying Negroes 
of Georgia, by common consent, met in Atlanta, 
to defeat a proposed ballot law which unfairly 
discriminated against their race, and how, tak- 
ing the members of the Legislature by the 
hand, they utterly killed the bill, through soft 
persuasions and the force of their own recog- 
nized worth. 

This well known orator also told how the Ne- 
groes determined to emigrate in a body from a 
certain country of Georgia, to be rid of abuse 
by the whites, and how the whites, in conster- 
nation prevailed on them to stay. But alas! 
this fervid orator, further told, that a way had 
been found to throw into jail the particular 
Negro who incited his fellows to emigrate. 

Did we say, alas? We will not say it. For 
defeats, struggles, trials, temptations as over- 
come, are but rounds of the ladder by which 
we climb to strength and victory. 

Still, early and often should Friends help the 
Negro to climb; still often remember the 
words—“ Bear ye one another’s burdens.”— 
On behalf of Friends’ Freedman Association. 


THAT we are successful against one form of 


temptation is no assurance that temptation will 
not come to us again in the same form or in a 
variety of forms. The devil leaves one after a 
defeat, but it is only for a season, and usually 
a very brief season at that. 









A SCOTCH POEM ON “STERLING 
STUFF.” 
I wouldna gie a copper plack 
For ony man that turns his back 
On duty clear; 
I wouldna take his word or note, 
I wouldna trust him for a groat, 
Nor lift an oar in ony boat 
That he might steer. 


When things are just as things should be 
And fortune gies a man a plea, 
Where’er he be, 
It isna hard to understand 
How he may walk through house and land 
Wi’ cheerin’ face and open hand 
Continually. 


But when 7’ spite o' work and care, 
A man must loss and failure bear, 
He merits praise 
Who will not to misfortune bow, 
Wha cocks his bonnet on his brow, 
And fights and fights, he kens na how, 
Through lang, hard days. 


I wauldna gie an auld bawbee 
For ony man that I could see 
What disna hold 
The sweetness o’ his mither’s name, 
The kindness o’ his brother’s claim, 
The honor o’ a woman’s fame, 
For mair than gold. 


But gie him praise, whose love is pain, 

Wha wronged forgives and loves again, 
And though he grieves, 

Lets not the dear one from his care, 

But loves on mair, and mair, and mair, 

And bides his time wi’ hope and prayer 
And still believes. 





Comments on Ministers. 


A Letter from John Letchworth to Thomas Kite, found 
Among the Papers of the Late William Kite. 


East FALLOWFIELD, First Month 4th, 1817. 


Dear Thomas :—A rainy morning, after such 
very fine weather as we have had for some 
time past, makes things look gloomy, and this 
gloom is not lessened by sickness of three in 
my family. ‘ ‘ : ; ‘ ‘ 

In this situation a desire arises to communi- 
cate one’s ideas to an absent friend. This has, 
in some measure, been the case this morning, 
and the language of Jeremiah to his scribe re- 
vived so forcibly that I feel a freedom to men- 
tion it: ““Seekest thou great things for thyself ? 
Seek them not.” This, thou wilt remember, was 
said at a time when the Prophet saw the cap- 
tivity that awaited the Jews, and after the 
Israelites were in bondage. 

I have not heard, but suppose by this time 
thou art admitted into the [Meeting of Ministers 
and Elders.] If it be not so, never mind, be 
patient. “Seekest thou great things for thy’ 
self? Seek them not.” If thou art admitted, 
what, then, is before thee? To become a great 
minister? “Seekest thou great things for thy- 
self? Seek them not.” 

I often hear tell of great ministers, and un- 
less I deceive myself, hear it without envy. Now 
shall we for a moment consider what it is that 
constitutes a great minister, in order to see 
whether this attainment is within our reach, 
and if it be, why not aim at it? Surely one 
would think it as well to have a good name as 
a bad one, to be a good workman as a poor one. 
Now what criterion shall we go by? By what 
rule shall we judge? Common fame is the rule 
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THE FRIEND. 


MANIFESTO OF THE BRITISH COMMITTEE OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL CRUSADE OF PEACE AD- 
DRESSED AT THE TIME OF THE HAGUE Con- 
FERENCE TO THE CONTINENTAL PRESS. 

On the eve of the meeting of the Conference 
called by the Czar of Russia, for the purpose 
of seeking by means of international discussion 
the most effectual method of ensuring to all 
peoples the benefits of a real and durable 
peace, and above all, of putting an end to the 
progressive development of the present arma- 
maments, we, the undersigned British editors, 
venture to address our fellow workers through- 
out Europe on the relationship of the press to 
this great movement. Feeling the responsi- 
bility which rests upon the press as the most 
powerful influence in the formation of public 
opinion, we are desirous, not only of doing 
what we can to influence the people of our 
own country in favor of his imperial majesty’s 
proposals, but of securing the co-operation of 
our fellow editors in other countries in the 
same work. We do not doubt that you will 
agree with us in feeling that the enormous 
power of the press ought to be directed to the 
reconciliation of the different peoples of the 
world, the furtherance of their common inter- 
ests, and the support of any measure that prom- 
ises a general lightening of their burdens. All 
the best traditions of our profession point to the 
duty which this occasion imposes upon it, that 
popular movement in support of the ideas con- 
tained in the Czar’s message, which has evoked 
almost unanimous support among the British 
people, has been initiated also in several Con- 
tinental countries, and will spread through the 
length and breadth of Europe, if the-press will 
take the lead. In the international crusade of 
peace, men and women of various nationalities, 
classes, parties and creeds, have agreed to 
unite in a demand which they believe means 
gain for all and loss for none. The interna- 
tional organization is in course of development, 
and we feel assured that it needs only the co- 
operation of the press to produce an irresisti- 
ble demonstration of goodwill and good sense. 

[Signed by twenty-five representatives of 
leading British periodicals. 


in courts to judge of a man’s character, but in 
this instance, it should seem, we ought to con- 
fine it to members of our own Society. And why? 
Because this people profess to be led and guided 
by the Spirit of Truth. Well, be itso. Hear 
what is said: “Such a one spoke largely, I think 
not less than an hour and a half or two hours. 
He is a great minister.” “Well, for my part, 
I must confess my head was not sufficient to 
contain all. I was glad when he sat down. I 
even thought that the few words dropped by 
the other Friend carried as much weight with 
them as all the other put together.” “I don’t 
like your popper,” says a third. Again, “Such 
a one is a great minister; and she has a most 
beautiful delivery. Her voice is quite musical.” 
“ Well, now, [ thought when I heard her, what 
a pity it was that there had not been some 
good elder with her in her early setting out, to 
have prevented her singing, instead of preach- 
ing.” “‘ Well,I admire at this. How dost thou 
admire the delivery of such a one?” “ Why, 
I think he delivers himself in a very clear, dis- 
tinct, intelligible, manly manner.” “ Well, now, 
I think he seems to read his sermon over like 
a boy saying his lesson.” 

Thus, Thomas, have I given a short specimen 
of the many observations which are made on 
ministers in our Society, and by members, too! 
From what I have said it must appear evident 
that he who seeks greatness from the source 
of his fellow-members’ good judgment, will 
find he is entering a labyrinth, from which it 
will be hard to extricate himself—nay, it may 
end in irremediable woe. But there is a path, 
a path of safety, and this is the path of clear, 
plain duty. As this is kept in, and we journey 
forward, although we may be stripped and 
wounded by those thieves and robbers, although 
the priest and the Levite may look on and pass 
us by on the other side and make no observa- 
tions at all, yet, when the good Samaritan 
comes along he will pour in the wine and the 
oil, bind up our wounds and set us upon his 
Beast. Thus it will be done unto the man or 
woman whom the King delighteth to honor, 
and I believe it is those he delighted to honor 
who seek the honor that cometh from Him and 
not from man, whose breath was in his nos- 










































trils. Therefore: “Seekest thou great things} The following response of the “Societa In- 
for thyself ? Seek them not,” but be of good | ternazionale per la Pace (Unione Lombarda) ” 
cheer. So saith thy loving uncle, has lately been given: 


JOHN LETCHWORTH. “ MILAN, March 6th, 1900. 


“To the members of the British press. 

“ Gentlemen.—On the eve of the Hague con- 
ference you addressed an appeal to your col- 
leagues of the press in all Europe, in which 
you reminded them of the grave responsibility 
resting on the press as a moral power wielding 
the strongest influence on public opinion, and 
summoning their co-operation in the work of 
securing to all peoples the benefits of a real 
and lasting peace. Strong in the knowledge 
of being the leaders of public opinion in a 
country where it is sovereign, you solemnly 
proclaimed that international organization is 
already developed, and only needed the aid of 
the press to make it complete. 

“This is a formal and categorical pledge 
which you have taken before the eyes of the 
assembled world, who read, applauded, and 
praised your proposal. The time has come in 
which this pledge can be redeemed. 

“Your noble country is at present involved 
in a war from which, given the enormous dis- 


RICHARD CLARIDGE, 1699, in stating the 
belief of Friends on the subject of justification, 
says: “By the propitiatory sacrifice of Christ 
without us, we truly repenting and believing, 
are, through the mercy of God, justified from 
the imputations of sins and transgressions that 
“are past, as though they had never been com- 
mitted, and by the mighty work of Christ 
within us, the power, nature and habits of sin 
are destroyed, that as sin once reigned unto 
death, even so now grace reigneth, through 
righteousness, unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. And all this is effected, not by a bare 
or naked act of faith separate from obedience, 
but in the obedience of faith, Christ being the 
author of eternal salvation to none but those 
that obey Him.” 


























“Tt is easier to talk and work for Christ than 
to give ourselves to Him. It is easier to offer 
God a few activities than to give Him a heart.” 
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proportion of wealth and numbers, it cannot 
even hope to gain the barbarous laurels of 
arms. With the victory of Paardeberg it hag 
obtained sufficient satisfaction for the partial 
checks received at the initial stage of the cam. 
paign. The twenty-seventh of February, 1900, 
has obliterated the remembrance of the twenty. 
seventh of February, 1881. England can myl- 
tiply her victories, but only at the cost of 
lowering her name even in the estimation of 
those who, like us members of the Lom 
Peace Association, look upon her as the birth- 
place and cradle of freedom, and who, as Ital- 
ians, gratefully remember the aid you ten 
dered the cause of our national independence, 
The old imperial idea, which caused theruin of 
the Latin races, can in our modern times be only 
conceived asa federation of autonomous states, 
maintaining between themselves and the me 
tropolis those cordial and amicable relations 
which spring from services rendered, commerce 
and interchange of ideas, stronger and more 
durable bonds than those forged by the violence 
of war, always creative of future reprisals. 
This “ International Association,” whose con- 
stant object has been the establishment of such 
an understanding between Christian nations, 
now appeals to you to remember your promise, 
and try to determine such a current of public 
opinion as may bring to a speedy and honora- 
ble close the sorrowful spectacle of this war 
between your country and the small republics 
of South Africa. ‘ 
It is the duty of the nation that stands fore- 
most in the ranks of civilization to make over- 
tures of peace. Generosity should accompany 
strength. By putting yourself at the head of 
this “ Peace crusade,” whilst you add new glory 
to your country, you will be fulfilling your sa- 
cred pledge, in a manner that will call forth 
the admiration and gratitude of the civilized 
world. 
Yours fraternally for the “ Societa Interna- 
zionale per la Pace Unione Lombarda,” E. T. 
MONETA, President. 








APPROACH OF OUR ANNUAL ASSEMBLY.— 
“Tam the voice of one crying in the wilder- 
ness, prepare ye the way of the Lord make his 
paths strait.” In the wisdom and economy of 
our Gracious Creator it seemed good that the 
way for the outward coming of our dear Re 
deemer should be prepared, and so in his in 
ward and spiritual appearing it is needful that 
a preparation should be experienced. “‘ Every 
valley shall be exalted and every mountain and 
hill shall be made low.” How expressive of & 
condition of lowliness raised into dominion, 
and loftiness brought into contrition—a condi- 
tion in which the tender touches of Redeeming 
Love are the better discerned—its gentle 
knockings more clearly heard, and his all-wise 
designs more fully recognized. Thus will the 
way be prepared for the revelation of Heav- 
enly Good which will carry with it its own 
unspeakable blessing (not the revelations of 
flesh and blood), coming as it does fresh from 
the Fountain of All Good. How gladly will we 
then be constrained to open the door of our 
hearts to the Heavenly Guest and receive Him 
in his rightful mission to cleanse, purify and 
redeem. And having thus received Him in the 
way of his coming, and acknowledged Him, the 
“Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace,” it 
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will be ours to know for ourselves that of “The 
increase of his government and peace there 
shall be no end.” Thus the blessed end, and 
purpose, of the coming of the dear Son of God, 
will be wrought out in us to our own unspeak- 
able joy and to the advancement of his king- 
dom. — 

And so also in our solemn Assemblies, the 
way of the Lord must be prepared by self-ef- 
facement, and the surrender of our human wills 
—by reverent patient waiting, and confiding 
trust ; and not in vainis an assembly thus gath- 
ered under the teaching of the Heavenly In- 
structor, who is often pleased to break in upon 
them “as a morning without clouds,” proving 
to their unspeakable rejoicing that great in- 
deed in the Holy One in the midst of Zion. 

These thoughts have welled up from the hid- 
den spring with the near approach of our An- 
nual Assembly, believing a blessing is in store 
for us, and that it would be well that each indi- 
vidual member in his or her measure be con- 
cerned that nothing may stand in the way of 
his coming whom we acknowledge Head Over 
All and that his purposes concerning us as in- 
viduals or as a church may be fully assured. 

BENJAMIN VAIL. 





Correspondence. 


I was much interested and instructed in the ar- 
ticle in THE FRIEND of last week headed “The 
Nerves Mistaken for the Spirit.” It explained some- 
thing in my own experience which I never before 
could account for, which is this: When I used to 
be riding on the mowing machine or turning a 
corn-sheller, or our old-fashioned fan, winnowing 
out the grain from the chaff, I would have such 
pleasant emotions, and I could not understand why 
I-had those feelings at those times, as they just 
seemed to come without any effort of the mind; in 
fact, I realized a difference in them from spiritual 
emotions, though very absorbing and agreeable. 
“This, scientifically considered, means simply that 
sound-vibrations act directly upon the nerves.” 
These words quoted from the article alluded to 
clear up a mystery that puzzled me. The idea of 
a gorn-sheller or grain fan as an instrument of 
music never before occurred to me. I have heard 
what was considered good music, but it never 
aroused my feelings of emotion to the same degree 
as the noise of the machines I allude to. Poor 
Saul! I don’t doubt, judging from my own ex- 
perience, that if when the evil spirit troubled him 
he had resorted to turning a corn-sheller, the noise 
would have had a more soothing effect upon his 
troubled spirit than David’s harp! 





Items Concerning the Society. 


Washington Monthly Meeting, D. C., has just 
passed its first birthday. It began with thirty 
members, and has now reached fifty. Most of these 
have joined by request. 





Printed announcements have appeared of a “ Sum- 
mer School of Religious History,” to be held at 
Haverford College in the last week of the Sixth 
Month. One of the lecturers, J. Rendell Harris, 
has already arrived from England. 





The North Carolina Friend, which we lately an- 
nounced as about to discontinue, has refused to die, 
and is now kept up with renewed vigor. We sym- 
pathize with any true victories for Christ which 
may be reported to its columns; but the more liv- 
ingly his ministers, both here and there, depend on 

t alone as the true means and mediator of 
gtace, the more in number will the triumphs of the 
Gespel be and the longer will they come to stay. 











THE FRIEND. 


May I thank the Society of Friends in Hereford 


and Radnor, for your kindness in expressing your 
kind sympathy with me in my poor efforts to arouse 
the people to a sense of Christian duty. We face 
an unwilling audience just now, to which the 
muzzle is more handy than reason. Wherefore we 
have to bide our time till the better mind of the 
nation begins to stir, and we become aware of the 
infinite mischief which the present war fury is doing 
to the permanent credit and good of our country, 
at home and abroad. One ought to preach on, 
“What is a man profited if he should gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul?” as we, by in- 
cessant grasping, seem likely to do.—Letter from 
the Dean of Durham to Clerk of Hereford and Rad- 


nor Monthly Meeting, England. 


Notes from Others. 


The sermon of a Christian minister is nothing 
and worse than nothing, if it be not filled with the 


spirit of the Gospel, says the New York Observer. 





There appeared recently in the Independent an 
article on the “Freedom of Hearing.” The sub- 
stance of the article was about this: The church 
belongs to the people; the minister is hired by the 
people; therefore, the minister should preach what 
the people wish to hear; he should scratch the 
“itching ears” of the hearers. 





In the course of recent remarks on “The Auto- 
matic Judgment Seat in Man,” N. D. Hillis, pastor 
of Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, a professed Presby- 
terian, said: 

“The Confession of Faith says that certain men 
and angels are foreordained to everlasting death, 
being particularly and unchangeably designed and 
their number is so certain and definite that it can- 
not be either increased or diminished, and every 
young man who enters the Presbyterian Church has 
to solemnly swear to believe and teach this fright- 
ful view. And every attempt to revise and expel 
that statement from the Creed has been success- 
fully combatted by a majority that wishes to re- 
tain the doctrine. 

“Tt would seem as if a man would prefer to be 
burned at the stake rather than hold or assert or 
charge such infinite cruelty upon the all merciful 
and all loving God. The day the scholastics wrote 
that chapter in the Confession of Faith they got 
the devil confused with God.” 

While we sympathize with his abjuring the doc- 
trine of foreordination, as Calvanism holds it, we 
deem it would be no persecution, but only honesty 
to their doctrine on the part of Presbyterians to 
disown one who has separated himself from it, and 
only honesty in him to resign a membership to 
whose conditions he cannot be true. 





A. F. von Tobel, of Edge Hill, Pa., is said to have 
caused quite a sensation by public remarks, in which 
he said: “The Church, I believe, boasts too much 
of its past. Its victories when measured by what 
the Church ought to have done could almost be 
looked upon as defeats. We look at our edifices 
and congratulate ourselves at our grand institu- 
tions and say: ‘See what we have wrought! But 
when we look at the millions still in the darkness 
of heathendom and the millions more in a worse 
darkness than that which spreads over India, China 
or Africa, we hang our heads in shame. 

“The Church is attacking little unfortified ham- 
lets of the enemy and allowing the great strong- 
holds of the devil to remain unmolested. Do we 
call this victory? 

“ But through the Church we go back to the in- 
dividual. It is in the life of the individual mem- 
bers of the Church that we find the cause of our 
comparative defeat. The electric current is sent 
only along the insulated wire. Bring it in contact 


with the earth in several places and the power is 
soon spent. The only way the Church is ever to | large enough to keep ten factories busy, and it is expect- 


win a victory in which heaven will rejoice is by in- 
sulation from the world. 


the question: ‘What would the Church be if com- 
posed of members all such as I?” 


ceipts and expenditures during Third Month show the re- 
ceipts to have been $48,726,837, and the expenditures 
$32,188,271, a surplus of $16,538,566. 


ing measures to open to settlement 418,000 acres in the 
Fort Hall Indian Reservation, and 2,500,000 acres in Ok- 


and Shoshone Indians and the Kiowas, Comanches and 


months the time allowed Spanish residents in the Philip- 
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“Let every member of the Church of God ask 


————_ —_ >> 





SUMMARY OF EVENTS 
UNITED STATES.—The statement of the Government re- 


Bills have passed the House of Representatives, contain- 


lahoma by ratifying the agreements with the Bannock 


Apaches. 
The Secretary of State and the Spanish Minister in 
Washington have signed a protocol extending for six 


pines to elect whether they shall remain Spanish subjects 
or adopt the nationality of the territory in which they 
reside. 

The Secretary of War has created a new military “ Di- 
vision of the Pacific,” embracing all of the Philippine 
Islands, under the command of General Otis. It wili be 
sub-divided in four departments—Northern Luzon, under 
General MacArthur; Southern Luzon, under General 
Bates ; the Viscayas, under General Hughes, and Minda- 
nao and Jolo, under General Kobbe. 

The duties of the new Philippine Commission were dis- 
cussed very fully at a Cabinet meeting. The little 
chat between the President and his advisers in the 
White House will probably be the law for 12,000,000 
Filipinos for a year or two to come. It was agreed that 
the Commission will have entire responsibility for the 
temporary civil legislation for the islands until Congress 
stops debating and passes a law of some kind. The Gov- 
ernor General is to be the Executive of the Philippine 
Government, and will execute the laws made by the Com- 
mission. The latter body, by the agreement reached, is 
to be supreme and final as to all laws necessary for the 
government of the islands, except in extremely important 
cases. Then there must be recourse to the advice and 
direction of the President. The Commission is expected 
to draft a code and set up the entire civil government of 
the islands. It will be some time before this is done, as 
the President asks that the Commission look the islands 
all over by tours in a body throughout the archipelago. 
Then when they understand all the conditions they are to 
take their pens in hand and go to writing the laws. As 
soon as the Commission has determined on a policy, each 
member of the Commission will be assigned to one of the 
four military departments into which the islands have 
been divided by Secretary Root, and there he will look 
after the legislative affairs of the people under him. Thus 
one man will be making laws for about 3,000,000 people, 
of almost infinite diversity of intelligence, race, language 
and industrial conditions. - 

After a voyage, the longest on record, from Cebu, P. I., 
to Boston, the British steel four masted bark Ancona was 
towed across Massachusetts Bay, Third Month 29th. She 
is laden with 18,300 bales of hemp, the largest cargo of 
the kind shipped to this country. The Ancona sailed 
Eighth Month 5th, and her long voyage occasioned anxiety 
and reinsurance at Lloyd's, London. The rate advanced 
until she was spoken near the equator in the Atlantic. 
She was next heard from the Barbadoes, where she put 
in to replenish her depleted stock of provisions, resuming 
her passage Second Month 23d. For the past week she 
has been off the coast endeavoring to reach Boston. 

Since the Ancona left Cebu with her enormous cargo 
hemp has doubled in value, and at present is quoted at 
154 cents per pound. This means a big profit for the 
owners. The total valuation of the vessel's cargo is plac- 
ed at $800,000. 

Exports from the United States to Asia and Oceanica 
have trebled since 1894. In that calendar year we sent 
$30,729,262 to the section named. In 1899 (Twelfth 
Month estimated) we shipped upwards of $90,000,000. 

Apprehension of a great war in Europe is said to be 
one cause of the great increase of immigration to this 
country. 

A case 102 years old has just been settled in the Court 
of Claims at Washington. 

By the census of 1890, there were 88,000 Swedes in 
the six New England States, 16,000 Norwegians and a 
like number of Danes. From recent indications there 
will be returned by the Federal census of 1900, 150,000 
Swedes and Finns in these six States. 

More than 13,000 Michigan farmers raised sugar beets 
forthe first time last summer, the result being a crop 






























